
Bouvard Coast Care Group

Working for the future to protect our coastal dune system, flora and fauna

How to build a possum bridge!

By Chairperson – Mel Horton







• And when we have nothing else to do 
we build possum bridges!





How to build a Possum Bridge

1. Start with where and why
2. Get your partners engaged
3. Get an idea of costs & grants available
4. Finalise design and costs
5. Get the grant
6. Building your bridge
7. Opening & monitoring
8. Eco tourism & marketing your bridge



How to build a Possum Bridge

1. Where and why?

Obvious location – 5 acre 
reserve being surrounded 
by housing - cutting off 
possums from neighbouring 
feeding reserves, except by 
crossing road at ground 
level.



How to build a Possum Bridge

2. Get your partners engaged

• Who’s land is it?
• Who can design the bridge?
• Who can give you fauna/flora advice?
• Who can join the grant application?
• Who will manage the project?
• Who will manage the money?
• Who can do the marketing?



How to build a Possum Bridge

3. Engage your community and start monitoring

Info sheet



How to build a Possum Bridge

4. Finalise design and costs

• Don’t estimate – get quotes!
- we estimated $24K – actual cost $42K!
- Needed a variation to the grant agreement & nearly lost grant

• Its usually more expensive that you think….
Over a road – structural/material implications

- building implications (closing road)
- ongoing maintenance/insurance implications

• Don’t underestimate your volunteer time
- Estimate your vollie hours and double it
- We estimated 200 hrs – recorded 392 hrs!



How to build a Possum Bridge

5. Getting the grant

• Timing can be tricky
- grants often time limited for project completion

• Money comes in AFTER completion
- Negotiate staged payments if possible
- Ensure you can cover costs prior to grant income receipts

• Cost in marketing
- Website page
- Flyers/brochures
- Opening event



How to build a Possum Bridge

6. Building your bridge

• Project manage builders
• Monitor vollie time 

– make it easy, we used Jotforms!



How to build a Possum Bridge

7. Opening & monitoring

• Opening
- Invite the locals
- Get a dignitary – local mayor/councillor
- Welcome to country
- Invite the local press
- Sausage sizzle/soup & rolls
- Add possum spotting event

• Monitor usage
- Observation
- Cameras



How to build a Possum Bridge

8. Eco Tourism & Marketing

• Prove that it’s in use (needed for grant)
• Informative signage (needed for grant)
• Add to google maps!
• Notify local eco tourism companies to include in their 

itineraries



Bouvard Coast Care Group

Use this QR code to 
go to BCCG Website 
talk information!


